
Introduction  

We are well into an important new year at Weddington Scouts. The group 
will be going through some changes this year whilst still looking forward to 
our usual timetable of events and camps, in particular the Cub County 

Camp (17-20th June) which is celebrating one 
hundred years of cub scouting.  

Already this year our Leaders joined with Cub 
leaders from throughout the County to enjoy a 
special dinner at the beginning of the year to kick 
start the celebrations.  We also had another 
successful group party in January. 

All Change  

Doug Shorter has been lead volunteer (Group Scout Leader) of 
Weddington Scouts for many years and before that a Scout Troop Leader 
and Venture Scout Unit Leader. In fact he 
has been involved since his days as a Cub in 
the 1950s and the Group owes immense 
gratitude to his dedication and commitment in 
building up such a successful and flourishing 
Scout Group.  

It is now time for him to retire from the GSL 
post, but he remains active and integral to 
the organisation of events, activities and 
management of the building. Thank you, Doug, for all you have done.  

Chris Ball, our Treasurer and the driving force behind our fantastic new 
headquarters, will also be stepping down from his role early next year. 
Again we offer our sincere thanks for everything he has done for the group.  

Chris Cottrell, currently Tuesday Scout leader and also involved with 
Weddington Scouts since joining as a 6 year old Beaver in 1989, will 

succeed Doug as Group Scout Leader. We 
wish him good luck with his new 
responsibilities.  

Chris will begin his role by leading an adult 
recruitment drive to bring more volunteers 
into the Scouting family and enable us to 
continue to offer amazing opportunities and 
experiences to our young people. We want 
to bring new ideas and energy into both the 
Scouting side (the leaders you see at every 
section meeting) and also the background 

roles, starting with treasurer. Other background roles include fundraising, 
record keeping, catering and HQ maintenance.  

If you would like to get involved in any capacity, please contact Chris on 
chriscottrell@me.com or visit our website www.11thnuneaton.org.uk/
volunteering which has lots more information about the opportunities we 
have available. 

Sign up now for Family Camp  

Planning is well underway for our ever- popular Family Camp. This will 
again be held at Beaumanor activity centre on the weekend of 1-3 July. 
Letters, with details, are now being distributed. Please ask leaders for 
anything else you need to know, or better still ask parents who have 
attended previous family camps: they are sure to be enthusiastic!  

Summer Camp  

Annual Summer Camp for Scouts and Explorers will be at Walesby Activity 
Centre, near Sherwood Forest, the week of 23-30th July. This year there 
will be an opportunity for a couple of parents to join us and help with the 
running of the camp. Details available very soon.  

Fundraising  

Fund-raising remains an important concern: we still have our grounds to 
landscape and the new store to paint and equip. The Charity stall on 
Nuneaton Market is our next opportunity to raise money. This year we have 
the stall on Saturday 21 May. We really need donations for the tombola: 
unwanted gifts, and new or nearly new items which you no longer need, will 
be much appreciated. Please bring contributions to the Headquarters at 
any meeting between now and the middle of May, if possible in a bag or 
box marked ‘Tombola’. If anyone would like to volunteer with us for this one 
morning or can donate cakes or plants to sell, please get in touch. 

Safety Alert  

It has come to our attention that some parents are driving up the drive and 
turning round in the car park. For safety reasons parents are asked to walk 
up the drive or park in Ambleside. Please do not drive right up to the gate 
as this is contributing to the significant problems with mud there. Thank 
you. 

Sainsburys Vouchers  

Once again we are collecting Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers. Please 
bring your vouchers to the Scout Hut and post them in the box there. This 
is a fabulous opportunity for us to improve our facilities and equipment. 
Previous years have seen us acquire sports mats, rucksacks, games 
equipment and even a fridge!  

Signing up for Beavers  

For those wishing to register new members for Beavers, you can either go 
to the web site OR ask for a form at the Headquarters. Your details will be 
entered onto our database. Places will be offered as and when they 
become available, on a first come first served basis - so the earlier you sign 
up for the waiting list the better - we sometimes have people sign up the 
day they are born!  

St George's Day Parade  

Watch out for details of the District’s St George’s Day Parade which will be 
on the afternoon of Sunday 24 April. We would like everyone to join us for 
this annual celebration of Scouting. 
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