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Beavers are busy with Badge work. They are working for 
their Global and Challenge Awards and for the 
Experiment Badge and the Fitness Badge. They 
welcome Emily, Callum, Harvey and Charlie to the 
Colony and wish Jamie good luck with his move to Cubs.

Cubs are also working hard to complete challenge and 
activity badges including the Creative Challenge which 
all need to achieve in order to gain the Chief Scout Silver 
Award. Fosse (Monday) Pack wish to thank all parents 
and helpers who made their bird box night such a 
success. Watling (Thursday) Pack will this week be 
visiting St John's Church Centre, Hinckley as they work 
on their Faith Badge. Members from both Packs 
attended an Activity Day last month from which they 
earned their Astronomer's Badge. Others look forward to 
a Ghost Hunt at the end of March.

Scouts have started the new year with 
a bang, with 2 camps already 
completed. The first was a Expedition 
training weekend, held in Mancetter. 
The second was the annual Winter 
Camp, again this year held in 
Gradbach, where 35 Scouts went winter 
hiking over the hills. The next camp is 
the Hike Camp, on March 13th.

Explorers have attended a District 
hillwalking weekend away, and have 
coming up a kayaking weekend and an 
adventure weekend, with canoeing, 
sailing, biking and walking.

Camp Dates 2010
13-14 March – Scout Hike Camp

9-11 April – Scout Woodfire 
Camp

17 April – Scout Challenge Day
7-9 May – Scout Patrol Camp

21-23 May – Scout Expedition Camp
18-20 June – Family Camp

25-27 June – Scout Malvern Challenge
2-4 July – Cub Camp

24 -31 July – Summer Camp

Welcome to our Diamond Jubilee year!

Plans are being finalised to celebrate our 60th 
anniversary with a day of celebrations and a special 
summer camp to the Channel Islands. 
On Saturday 24 April we are holding an open day 
starting at 1pm. There will be displays of the history of 
the Group and many activities and challenges for 
youngsters and adults. Barbecues will be lit at 5pm and 
a barn dance is scheduled from 7pm until 10.30pm. 
The barn dance (featuring live music) will be £5 per 
ticket (£3 for under 16s) and will include a ploughman's 
supper.
For this to be a success we REALLY need support.  It is 
hoped to arrange a whole Group photograph to put 
alongside the one taken 10 years age at the 50th 
celebrations. 
So please put the date in your diary and 
try to come to the Headquarters for at 
least some time during the afternoon and 
evening. We also need to extend an 
invitation to all former scouts, leaders 
and helpers so if you know of anyone to 
whom this applies please pass on the 
information. If anyone has any 
memorabilia relevant to our scouting 
past, we would also love to hear from you.  
Further details will be forwarded in a letter 
to all members. In the meanwhile, if more 
information is needed please get in touch 
with Doug Shorter (Group Scout Leader) 
024 76328166

The day following our celebrations – Sunday 25 April – 
is the St George's Day Parade. As usual we need a 
good turn-out from all sections so please reserve this 
day too! More details to come.

Once again we are asking that all Sainsbury's shoppers 
help us to collect Active Kids Vouchers. We have 
benefited hugely from the collections in the past and 
this time with a greater range of items available to 
order, we hope for a similar very pleasing response.
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Our 60th Birthday celebrations took place two 
weeks ago and we are very grateful to all 
those who came along to support us in some 
way during the day. The weather was very 
kind and we were able to stage a series of 
challenges around the headquarters and set 
up a Group photograph before enjoying a 
piece of birthday cake. A barbecue was 
followed by a very lively barn dance and all 

was thoroughly 
enjoyed by those 
who took part. 
Many thanks to 
Leaders and 
Committee 
members who 
worked so hard to 
ensure the 
success of the 
anniversary. 

Well done to those 
who participated 
in the District St 
George's Day 
Parade in 

Bedworth on Sunday 25 April. We were 
disappointed with the low turnout and will 
expect much better numbers next year.

Camp Dates 2010

7-9 May – Scout Patrol Camp
21-23 May – Scout Expedition Camp

18-20 June – Family Camp
25-27 June – Scout Malvern Challenge

2-4 July – Cub Camp/Sun Run
9-11th July - Bronze D of E Practise Expedtion

24 -31 July – Summer Camp
11-12th September - Bronze D of E Expedition

The Group comes together for the very popular Family Camp 
18-20 June. Beavers, Cubs and their families camp with Scouts, 
Explorers, Leaders and Committee members at Shugborough  in 
Staffordshire. A range of activities  for all ages is offered and meals 
are catered for. We gather around a camp fire on Saturday evening 
after the traditional barbecue. We pack up the Camp after 
breakfast on Sunday, so most people are home by lunchtime. So 
dig out the camping gear (we can provide some equipment if 
necessary) and reserve the weekend: an invitation will be 
distributed soon.

All Cubs are to be offered the opportunity to take part in Cub 
Camp, 2-4 July when, to mark a 
special 60th birthday, we are travelling 
to the Oaks Scout site in Charnwood, 
Leicestershire. Again, an invitation to 
this and to an information evening 
should reach parents of Cubs soon.

Scouts look forward to a special 
Summer Camp in Guernsey in July 
but meanwhile have other camps in the 
diary. Patrol Camp in early May, then 
Expedition Challenge and Malvern 
Challenge.

Explorers take part in the annual Sun 
Run 2-4 July, as well as they Bronze D 
of E Award

Please support, where you can, any requests to help raise money 
for the Jamboree next year. We have several youngsters due to 
travel to Sweden and they are constantly busy devising ways to 
help towards the considerable costs. 

We have been disappointed this summer in failing to secure a 
charity stall slot on Nuneaton Market. Nevertheless it is hoped to 
run a tombola event at a local football tournament. This will only 
be possible if we have items to include on the stall. So please send 
in any unwanted gifts or bottles which could be donated to help 
keep our fund-raising ticking along. This will soon become a top 
priority for us as the prospect of a new building comes closer. 
Revised plans for a proposed new headquarters are currently on 
display on the entrance notice board.

Central to our fund-raising, is the gift-aid scheme. We are raising 
about two thousand pounds a year from this, an amount that could 
be significantly increased if all tax -payers were prepared to fill in 
the necessary form. Many thanks to those who have already taken 
part: there is no need to fill in a new form unless circumstances 
have changed; a younger brother or sister will be added to the 
original. Included with the subscription request, is an invitation to 
join the scheme for those who have not yet done so.  Please 
consider  returning the form so that we can reclaim more tax this 
year. Thank you. If the scheme is inapplicable to you, let us know 
so that we won't ask again.
Subscriptions of £25 per member under 18 years are now due for 
the scouting session 1 May to 31 August. An envelope is provided.



NEWSLETTER
11th Nuneaton (Weddington) Scout Group Number 77

September 2010

www.11thnuneaton.org.uk

We have some leader changes this September. As many 
of you will know, John and Ali Ind have retired as 
Beaver leaders after over 15 years with the Group. We 
are truly grateful for all their dedication and hard work 
during this time and wish them well for the future. They 
will be greatly missed by us all. 

We are pleased to announce that the Group has 
recruited new Leaders to the Beaver section. Victoria 
Stapleton and Jennifer Lewis will be heading up a new 
Beaver Colony starting after October half term. Intending 
to start on Friday nights, this Colony will comprise twelve 
new entrants taken from the waiting list while the new 
Leaders undergo their initial Leader training.
Additional leaders for this Colony are expected and its 
size will increase as expertise is gained.
The existing Monday Colony will now be led by Matthew 
and Helen Archer and we wish them well for the future.

Gary Cotterill has stepped down as leader in charge of 
Friday Scout troop after many, many years. Gaz was 
presented with an engraved tankard at family camp by 
Mark Smedley who will take over as leader of the Friday 
Scout team: we wish them both well for the future!

If you have read the local press you will have noticed 
that Andrew Shorter has accepted the challenging role 
of County Commissioner for Scouts in Warwickshire. His 
role as head of Warwickshire Scouting means that he will 
no longer be able to continue with us as Assistant 
Explorer Scout Leader. We wish him well for the future 
as he oversees the development of Scouting in 
Warwickshire. To replace Andrew, Edward Vernon has 
transferred his Warrant to the Explorer Scout section 
from the scout section and we have recruited Richie 
Morgan as an Assistant Explorer Scout Leader to 
increase the number of Leaders in this section which has 
grown beyond all expectation.

As a result of the changes to Beavers, there is inevitable 
pressure on all sections in the organisation and rolling 
out of their programmes. Anyone who feels they or 
someone they know may be interested in providing 
additional help or becoming involved with any aspect of 
Weddington Scouts, please talk to a leader or committee 
member: you will be very welcome!

Welcome to the start of the new scouting session following the 
summer break. We look back on a very busy and highly successful 
summer camping programme.
Family Camp at Shugborough was enjoyed by all: we thank all 
families who once again supported us in considerable numbers to 
make this event one of the highlights of our scouting year. Cub 
Camp at the Oaks in Charnwood also enjoyed favourable weather 
and Leaders were really impressed with the  good  behaviour and 
level of co-operation of the Cubs who joined us for the weekend. 
We also had successful camps at the Malvern Challenge, and 
Sun Run, as well as a large number of Scouts completing their 
Expedition Challenge, going on to complete their Gold Chief 
Scouts Challenge.
Summer Camp on Guernsey was a special 60th birthday event 
and developed into a very successful and enjoyable week with 
excellent weather. We enjoyed climbing, sailing, rowing, kayaking, 
bridge building and slack rope walking on site, whilst off site we 
visited the Underground Military Museum, St Peter Port, several 
beaches and enjoyed a (long!) coastal walk. Explorers also had a 
night hike expedition. Timmy Ford and Joe Craggs were invested 
into Explorers in the middle of the English Channel, on the ferry trip 
home.

Cubs will soon be receiving an invitation to attend the District 
outing to Snibson on 3 October. 

We are hoping to book the Pingles swimming pool on Saturday 16 
October to enable Cubs, Scouts and Explorers to complete their 
next swimming badges and to put together the team for the 
District Swimming Gala to be held on Saturday 20 November.

Also that weekend is the International Jamboree on the Air and 
Jamboree on the Internet event. This annual event allows all 
members to have a chance to communicate live with scouts all 
over the world by radio or the internet. The event is free, open to all 
and will be held at Five Ways Lakes Campsite, in Wolvey. It is open 
10am – 7pm on the Saturday, and 10am to 2pm on the Sunday. 
Please consider joining in for this event as it is a easy yet fun way 
to achieve part of the badge scheme.

Finally it is subscription time 
again!  We require £25 per 
invested member for the term 
September to December 2010. An 
envelope is attached. Thanks. 
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We have organised a Games Night for the 
evening of Saturday 13 November. There will 
be a variety of traditional team games and 
competitions suitable for the whole family.  The 
entrance fee (payable on the door on the 
night) is £2 per adult and £1 for all under 18 
years, £5 per family. Teams of about 6 
members can be organised beforehand or 
sorted on the night. We hope to start promptly 
at 7.00pm  so that the games don't finish too 
late for the younger family members. Please 
bring your own drinks and a plate of food for a 
shared supper table. These evenings have 
always proved great fun and very popular in 
the past, so please put the date in your diary 
for an igreat night out! 

Sunday 14 November is the Remembrance 
Day Parade in Nuneaton town centre. We 
encourage all members to take part in this 
event. We will meet at 10.20 in the Market 
Place with coats, waterproofs and gloves if the 
weather is cold or wet.

The District Swimming Gala takes place at 
the Pingles on Saturday 20 November. Cubs 
who have been selected for the team to arrive, 
in uniform, at 6.00pm and Scouts by 7pm.

Our Group Carol Service is planned for 
Monday 6 December at St James Church 
Weddington to start at 7 pm.  This is a lovely 
family event when the Group comes together 
for a traditional end to the year. Confirmation 
later.

Our latest fund-raising effort is the collection 
of used (clean) clothing, handbags, shoes, 
bedding (not pillows or duvets), and curtains 
which can be exchanged for cash. Please 
bring any items for the collection in a bin liner 
and leave at the headquarters. Thank you.

Around the Sections

Beavers have been working on their Promise Challenge and enjoyed an 
evening visit from Mark Allen and his planetarium. The Colony welcomes 
new member, Jack, who has transferred from another Colony in the town.
The new second Beaver Colony will now start in January.

Fosse Cubs have been working on their Scientist Badge. They have  grown 
cress under different conditions, set up wormeries and had a very 
interesting evening when Mark Allen visited with his mobile planetarium. 
Members participated in the District outing to Snibson, the District conker 
tournament and Laura, Thomas and Ethan were part of the District team 
entering the County Frank Latchem Trophy. 
Carol, Myra and Bob spent a very interesting weekend at the County 
Leaders' Training Camp. Many subjects were discussed and they came 
away with several ideas which they hope to use in the near future.
Over the next few weeks new members are to be invested and so we would 
like to welcome Laura, Elizabeth, Laura, Max, Harry, Brandon, Jacob, 
George, Harry, Luca, Chris and Jacob.
Watling Cubs have completed their Naturalist Badge after studying the wild 
life around us at this time of year. They have been on a night hike and 
several Cubs joined the trip to Snibson. The pack was very pleased to 
welcome Assistant County Commissioner for Cubs, Graham Howe, and 
Assistant District Commissioner for Cubs, Barbara Judd to the investiture of 
ten new members. We therefore welcome William, Nathan, Tommy, Ellis, 
William. Nick, Josh, Isabel, Ellen, Sam and Jack to the Pack.

Tuesday Scouts have had a varied start of term, learning campfire 
sketches, first aid, pioneering and had a fun evening decorating their food! 
They are due to visit the Mayor at the Town Hall as part of their Community 
Award and have more cooking and games planned for the rest of the term.
Friday troop enjoyed an interesting visit from the Fire Service while 
working towards the community challenge and are currently re-making a 
version of 'Thriller' for their creative badge.
Our Scouts entered and won the District Ghost Hunt in October for the 
second consecutive year. Well done to Jonathan, Abbie, Michael, Jess, 
Luke and Ben!
The end of half term saw a successful Autumn Camp, at Far Coton 
Campsite in Rugby. Scouts built pioneering projects, cooked their own 
meals and enjoyed a good campfire over the weekend.

Explorers have been busy with activities including Nuneaton monopoly, a 
film night, laylines and cardboard ovens. They are looking forward to a visit 
to St Nicolas Church, pub games, talent night and shooting. We entered a 
team for the District Canoe Challenge: well done to Pierre who came third in 
one of the events. The next District events are NIKE and the cooking 
competition. Two explorers attended the Jamboree On The Air at 5-ways 
lakes in Bulkington which helped them complete a section for their next 
Chief Scout Award.

Jamboree participants have been working hard to raise money for their 
trip to Sweden next year. They staged an Everest challenge in the town a 
few weekends ago: using background mountain scenery, they climbed the 
equivalent of Mt Everest (8848m) to raise personal sponsorship. There was 
also a tombola and cake stall which raised around £540. The following day 
they did some bag-packing in Morrisons and raised a further £850. They are 
looking for volunteers to help with more bag-packing on 4 December. 
Helpers must be at least 12 years old and can help for as little or as long as 
they can. This would help towards the requirements of  the community 
challenge badge.
The fund-raisers still have a way to go and with people starting their 
Christmas shopping, a reminder that if you sign up to and do your online 
shopping through easyfundraising (link on the 11th website) you can raise 
money for free for the jamboree participants.


