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We are relieved to finally be meeting in our new headquarters and really
appreciate everyone’s cooperation in preserving the floors while the
outside conditions are so bad. Bringing a change of shoes before entering
the large hall will really make the job of the volunteer cleaners so much
less of a challenge! Thank you all.
Many thanks too, to everyone who has helped with fund-raising activities
to equip the new building. Friday Scouts Tramp Camp raised an
impressive £426, Monday Cubs have raised £315 so far from the sale of
their family recipe books (some still available). Thursday Cubs raised £100
from their bring and buy toy sale. All this adds to the sums raised by
Beavers towards the end of last year.
Many thanks to Raymond
James Caravans who asked
us to provide refreshments for
their open weekends last
month. We earned £1500 with
an additional and generous
£500 because of the quality
and enthusiasm of our catering
(!) and an extra £376.86
donated in the collection
buckets. So well done to the
Committee, Leaders and
youngsters who gave up time
on those two weekends to help
raise this impressive amount.
Tuck shop was able to
contribute £75 profit to the
building fund which has
received other individual
donations. We are grateful to all who have helped to raise funds in any
way.
The date for our Charity Stall on Nuneaton Market this year is Saturday
10 May. Please keep any unwanted gifts or bottles for our tombola stall
which is an important fund-raiser for the Group. More details nearer the
time when we will be asking for cakes and plants to sell in addition to the
prizes for the tombola.
The District St George’s Day Parade and service takes place in Bedworth
on Sunday 27 April. We REALLY need as many of our members to support
us on that afternoon (which is the day before the start of the summer term)
as possible as Weddington Scouts are responsible for the organising of the
event this year. Please put the date in your diary now: more details soon.
Family Camp at Shugborough Hall will take place on the weekend of
20-22 June. This has always been a very popular and successful event in
our scouting year. If you think you want to join us this year, you will need to
submit a CRB check 8 weeks in advance. So unless you are already
checked, and we know many of you are, please be prepared for the
request to fill in the form.
Dates for the Diary
20 -22 June
Family Camp
4 - 6 July
Cub Camp
4 - 6 July
Sun Run (Network)
19 - 26 July
Summer Camp (Scouts, Explorers, Network)
19 - 21 Sept
District Camp (Scouts)
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Monday Beavers are currently working towards our Promise challenge
badge and, on the 3rd February, enjoyed a visit from our local PCSO. The
Beavers thoroughly enjoyed trying on parts of his uniform and learning
about how to keep themselves safe. We will soon be starting our
Experiment activity badge.
We would like to welcome the following new 'kits' to our colony: Dylan,
Alex, Conrad, Harrison, Chloe and Kieren. They are looking forward to
making their promise very soon.
Congratulations to Thomas, William, Max and Ellis on achieving their
Bronze Chief Scout Award. Well done to you all!
Finally, we have said goodbye to the following Beavers who made their
way up the river: Sam, Emma, Seth, Toby, Max and Matthew. We wish
them all the very best as they begin their new journey in Cubs.
Monday (Fosse) Cubs congratulate Daniel W, Oliver, Nathaniel, Daniel P
and Daniel G who all gained their Silver Chief Scout Award and have now
moved on to Scouts. Fosse Pack is looking forward to investing seven new
members in the coming weeks. The Pack has been working in a simple
way, on the principles of expedition work. Time was spent on items
necessary to take and how to pack them in a rucksack. Further time was
spent on route planning. It all culminated in a night activity walk. The Pack
would like to thank Julie Canavan, Mick Parker and Gary Cotterill who ran
activities for us and Rachel Talbot and Mark Smedley who walked with
some of the Cubs.
Thursday (Watling) Cubs have invested several new members since
Christmas and have been working on Emergency Aid for the next stage of
the badge. They are looking forward to a visit to the Space Centre to help
complete the Astronomy Badge and hope to attend the District Gang Show.
Scouts returned from a challenging winter camp at the beginning of half
term. They walked in the Berwyns area of Wales and visited Pontcycyllte
Aquaduct on their way home.
Tuesday Scouts have held 2 indoor practice kayaking sessions for Scouts
to improve their skills in a comfortable environment. The events were a
great success - thanks to Tim Deakin for organising these.
Both troops entered teams in the District Quiz, which was won by Friday
Scouts. Very well done to their team. Scouts have a number of events
coming up including the district football, challenge day & a woodfire camp.
Explorers attended a weekend camp at Beau Manor centre at the
beginning of February organised by new leader, Jon. Activities packed into
the two days included leap of faith, zip line, aerial rope course, climbing,
orienteering, Jacob’s ladder and exploring the cellars.
The collection of Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers is underway again.
We have acquired a considerable amount of useful equipment in the past:
please continue to collect them for us. Thank you.
Thank you all for your cooperation in the working of our new system for
collecting subscriptions. Reminders for quarterly payments have been
sent out, please pay these promptly. Payment using the monthly direct
debit system via online Scout Manager is the most efficient method saving
costly reminders, trips to the bank etc. We encourage as many as possible
to use this system. If anyone would like details please e-mail
chris@avondaleparkhomes.co.uk
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Following a very successful camping and activity summer, the Group is
settling down to a busy Autumn term. We welcome a number of new
members across the sections and wish good luck to all those moving on
after the summer break.
Camps enjoyed good weather
this year. Thanks to all who
contributed to the success of
Family Camp in June and to
Cub Camp in July. Network
Scouts attended the last ever
Sun Run and were successful in
two categories: Richie, Josh and
Phil won the senior male event
and Pierre, Chloe and Edward
the senior mixed. Fourteen
Explorer and Network Scouts
have recently completed their
Gold Duke of Edinburgh
expeditions in Snowdonia and
congratulations to Young Leader
Henry Adair who has gained his
Gold Award.
Summer Camp was held at the
end of July, a week spent at
Hallowtree Campsite near
Ipswich, with 19 Scouts and 14 Explorers in attendance. Activities included
Climbing, Archery, Shooting, Sailing, Grass Sledging and Human Table
Football. The Explorers went on an overnight hike, sleeping on the beach
at the bottom of the campsite and also went sledging on giant inflatable
rubber rings! Everyone had a day out at the seaside in Lowestoft too!
Another great camp!
Explorers have also been scuba diving, as Lucy explains: “we were split
into two groups, one group started with snorkeling, the other with scuba
diving. We got into the water and learnt how to breath through the mouth
piece and clear our masks, we learnt how to sink and float by changing the
amount of air in our lungs. It was a fantastic experience and we all had
such a great time, I would definitely recommend others try it as the
instructors were really supportive, a big thanks to Tim for organising it.”
Last weekend, 19 Scouts attended the Nuneaton District Scout Camp,
with loads of different activities. The theme of the camp was “The Time of
Your Life” and it certainly seems a “Scout-tastic” time was had by all!
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A number of sections have investigated and helped fundraise for Shelter
Box this year. We now have a box which is available to track via the UK
Shelter Box website. The tracking number is YSB0006074.
We are enjoying the benefits of the new headquarters building and are
hoping to complete the project by the end of the summer next year. We
almost have the funds to do this but need to raise a further £10,000 in
order to demolish and replace the existing store and provide a car park
and landscape the site.
So our fund raising continues. We have been invited to bag pack in
Sainsburys, Nuneaton on Saturday 4th October between 10.00am and
4.00pm. Please try to volunteer for this as the longer we can cover as
many of the five tills at which we are able to assist, the more money we
can raise. Beavers are too young to be at checkouts but if any could come
for a short time to hold a collection bucket, that would be helpful although
an adult would need to stay with them. Cubs can help on the tills WITH an
adult. As many Leaders as possible will be there to cover this but if any
parent could stay with their youngster, it would be much appreciated.
Scouts and Explorers can help pack bags under general Leader
supervision.
There is a rota for the day on the notice board at headquarters, PLEASE
sign up for an hour or so if you can.
Our headquarters building is available to hire for events/meetings/
parties. Charges are £90 a day, £50 a half day or £15 an hour. Please
speak to a Leader or Committee member if you wish to hire the building.
Many thanks to all who donated Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers – we
were able to order a range of scouting and games equipment with the
impressive 7,000 vouchers collected.
We wish to thank MES Systems – Fire and Safety for the projector which
they kindly donated to the Group last month.
All parents and carers are invited to the Group’s Annual General Meeting
to be held at Scout Headquarters on Wednesday 19 November at 8.00pm.
Following a short formal meeting there will be an informal gathering with
light refreshments served. This is an opportunity to raise questions or
comment on our work and indeed to acknowledge the hard work and
commitment of all the volunteers involved in delivering the scouting
programme to the youngsters of the Weddington area.
JOTI/JOTA will be held on 18th October at 1st Bulkington Scout Hut.
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